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Pais: International

The FixBox is a piece of equipment used in the International Space Station (ISS) for vegetal biology

experiments.

This is a joint NASA and ESA research project consisting of investigating the growth of Arabidopsis
Thaliana seeds to study the effects of microgravity and light on their development. It will be carried out in
the European Modular Cultivation System of the Columbus module and will use experiment containers

and cartridges developed by NASA for a previous experiment.

Once they have germinated, the seeds must be treated with fixatives to preserve them until they return to
Earth, where they will be scientifically evaluated. However, neither the experiment container nor the
cartridges have the capacity to fixate biological samples. Therefore, a device, the FixBox, had to be

developed to provide this chemical fixation.
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